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Sarajevo, the capital city of Bosnia and Herzegovina, is a vibrant 
hub of culture, blending influences from its diverse history and 
the unique mix of  Eastern and Western civilizations.

Known as the "Jerusalem of Europe," 
Sarajevo has a rich cultural scene that 
showcases its multicultural heritage. 
Sarajevo's history was marked by diverse 
influences that serve as  a testament to 
its location at the crossroads of different 
civilizations. The city's origins can be 
traced back to the 15th century when it 
became the capital of the Ottoman 
Empire's province of Bosnia. Under 
Ottoman rule, Sarajevo flourished as a 
vibrant center of trade and culture, with 
mosques, markets, and caravanserais 
adorning its streets.

During the 19th century, Sarajevo 
underwent significant changes with the 
arrival of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
The empire's influence is visible in the 
city's architecture, particularly in 
buildings such as the City Hall (Vijećnica). 
Constructed in the Moorish revival style, 
the City Hall stands as a symbol of the 
city's cosmopolitan character. 




Sarajevo has been shaped by the 

coexistence of various cultures, religions, 

and ethnicities throughout its history which 

all seamlessly blend to create a captivating 

mosaic of tradition, history, and artistic 

expression. The city's diverse heritage is a 

result of influences from the Ottoman 

Empire, Austro-Hungarian rule, and the 

Yugoslav era, among others. This fusion of 

cultural elements has left an indelible mark 

on the city's identity, so whether exploring 

the city's museums, attending a 

performance at the National Theater, or 

simply strolling through its streets, visitors 

are sure to be captivated by the rich cultural 

heritage and vibrant atmosphere that


define Sarajevo.

One of the most striking aspects of 

Sarajevo's multicultural character is its 

architecture. The cityscape features a 

captivating blend of Ottoman,


Austro-Hungarian, and contemporary 

styles. Ottoman-style mosques with their 

elegant minarets, ornate facades, and 

domed roofs are juxtaposed with 

neoclassical buildings, grand Austro-

Hungarian structures, and modern designs. 

Walking through the city, one can witness 

this harmonious coexistence of architectural 

influences, offering a visual representation of 

Sarajevo's multicultural past.

One of the most iconic 
landmarks in Sarajevo is the 
Baščaršija, the city's old bazaar 
and a true reflection of its 
Ottoman heritage. Strolling 
through its narrow streets, 
visitors can explore traditional 
crafts, taste local delicacies like 
cevapi (grilled meat), and 
immerse themselves in the 
vibrant atmosphere of the 
historic market.



Furthermore, Sarajevo's Jewish heritage is 

embodied in the Old Jewish Cemetery and 

the Ashkenazi Synagogue. The cemetery, 

with tombstones dating back centuries, 

stands as a testament to the city's once-

thriving Jewish community. The Ashkenazi 

Synagogue, built in 1902, is one of the largest 

synagogues in Europe and showcases the 

cultural and religious significance of the 

Jewish population in Sarajevo.


Sarajevo is also home to several religious 

sites of great historical significance.


The Gazi Husrev-bey Mosque is an 

architectural gem that dates back to the 

16th century. It stands as one of the finest 

examples of Ottoman Islamic architecture in 

the Balkans. The mosque's stunning interior 

and serene courtyard provide a glimpse into 

Sarajevo's long-standing Islamic tradition. 

The Old Orthodox Church, known as the 

Church of the Holy Archangels Michael and 

Gabriel, is the oldest Serbian Orthodox 

church in the city, also dating back to the 

16th century. Its distinctive architecture and 

intricate frescoes make it a fascinating place 

to visit. The Cathedral of Jesus' Heart in 

Sarajevo is a beautiful example of neo-gothic 

architecture, standing tall amidst the city's 

bustling urban landscape.

Another significant historical landmark in 

Sarajevo is the Latin Bridge, forever etched 

in history as the site of the assassination of 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria in 1914, 

an event that triggered World War I. The 

bridge, with its distinctive Ottoman 

architecture, serves as a poignant reminder 

of the city's pivotal role in shaping


world history.



These historical landmarks and many others 

scattered throughout Sarajevo offer 

glimpses into the city's complex past, 

reflecting its role as a meeting point of 

cultures, religions, and historical events. 

Exploring these sites allows visitors to delve 

deeper into Sarajevo's rich history and gain 

a deeper understanding of its


multicultural fabric.



However, amid the rich tapestry of cultures 

and the vibrant multicultural atmosphere, it 

is important to acknowledge the most 

recent challenging chapter in Sarajevo's 

history. The city became a symbol of 

resilience and strength as it endured a siege 

that lasted for nearly four years as a result of 

the devastating war in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina (1992-1995). The scars of war are 

still visible in some parts of the city, serving 

as a stark reminder of the hardships and loss 

of life experienced by its residents.

Despite the pain and 
destruction inflicted in 
wartime, Sarajevo has 
emerged as a testament 
to the human spirit's 
capacity for healing and 
rebuilding. The post-war 
period has witnessed 
significant efforts to 
restore and revitalize the 
city, once again trying to 
fully embrace its 
multicultural heritage as 
a source of strength

and unity.



Beyond the scars of war, Sarajevo and its surrounding areas reveal a breathtaking 
tapestry of natural beauty. From tranquil parks and cascading waterfalls to majestic 
mountains and picturesque valleys, the region beckons visitors to explore its awe-
inspiring landscapes. It is in these natural wonders that Sarajevo's true healing and 
rejuvenation can be found, offering solace and a reminder of the enduring

power of nature.



It is within this context of resilience and transformation that Sarajevo continues to shine 
as a multicultural hub, inviting visitors to experience its rich history, explore its 
architectural marvels, savor its eclectic cuisine, and find peace of mind in its 
breathtaking natural beauties.

The commitment to preserving the city's historical landmarks, 
diverse  and fostering open dialogue is vital in 
the ongoing process of reconciliation and healing, at the front of 
which are cultural institutions like the War Childhood Museum.

cultural traditions,


